
A  B rief G uide to

U K  R ight to W ork 
C hanges

From 1 O ctober 2026, U K  R ight to W ork 

requirem ents cover a w ider range of w orking 

arrangem ents, including w orkers and individual 

subcontractors.

W hat’s changing?

P reviously, the statutory R ight to W ork schem e focused m ainly on em ployees. N ow , organisations m ay also have 

responsibilities w hen they engage individuals under:

W orker contracts

Individual subcontractor arrangem ents

C ertain w ider contractual arrangem ents

D on’t assum e your existing w orkforce is out of scope: repeat checks still apply.

For construction, w here projects rely on large, changing w orkforces and com plex subcontractor netw orks, this m akes a 

robust and auditable R ight to W ork process m ore im portant than ever.

C onstruction businesses need to look beyond their directly em ployed w orkforce, to how  R ight to W ork 

com pliance is m anaged across the people and supply chains delivering their projects.

The risk of getting it 
w rong

If an organisation em ploys som eone 

w ithout the right to w ork and can’t 

establish a statutory excuse, civil 

penalties can be significant.

£45,000
M axim um  starting penalty per 

illegal w orker for a first breach.

£60,000
M axim um  starting penalty per 

illegal w orker for a repeat 

breach.

H ow  do you know  the person arriving on site has been properly 

checked and is cleared to w ork?



H ow  can D ataS cope help?

D ataS cope connects R ight to W ork com pliance w ith the processes you 

already use to onboard w orkers and control access to site.

Through integrations w ith our approved digital fram ew ork partners, you can keep 

the provider you prefer and R ight to W ork verification becom es part of one 

connected w orkforce onboarding journey.

A pproved digital 

fram ew ork partners

O ne connected 
process.

From  onboarding to the site 

gate.

01
R E G IS TE R

The w orker is added to D ataS cope as part of the project 

onboarding process.

02
V E R IFY

R ight to W ork checks are com pleted through one of our 

approved digital fram ew ork partners.

03
A S S U R E

B ring together everything needed to show  a w orker is ready for 

site:

Identity R ight to W ork C om petencies Training

Induction

04
C O N TR O L

C onnect com pliance w ith D ataS cope A ccess C ontrol, so 

w orkers only get the right site access once all criteria are m et.

M O N ITO R

O ne central record of com petency and R ight to W ork status, 

including re-checks.

From  com pliance check to site access

1

W orker onboarded

C om petencies verified

2

R ight to W ork checked

V ia an approved partner

3

Identity verified

W orker confirm ed

4

W orker approved

A ll checks com plete

S ite access enabled

Instead of R ight to W ork evidence sitting apart from  the system s that control your w orkforce, D ataS cope m akes 

com pliance part of every w orker’s journey onto site.

K now  w ho’s on site. 
K now  they’re com pliant.

D ataS cope connects w orkforce onboarding, com pliance and access control, 

giving contractors greater assurance over w ho is entering their projects and 

w hether the required checks are com plete.

G et in touch

datascopesystem s.com 

+44 845 450 7387

This guide is for general inform ation only and does not constitute legal advice. O rganisations should take their ow n independent legal advice on how  they m anage 

R ight to W ork com pliance on their sites.

https://www.datascopesystems.com/

